
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Promoting the principles of 
community service and concern 
for one’s fellow members of society. 
 
The Percy Dares Memorial Prizes have been established to commemorate  
the life of the late Percy Dares by awarding a prize to a graduating student in  
each high school in the Dartmouth region.  The aim of the prize is to promote the 
principles of community service and concern for one’s fellow members of society, as 
exemplified by the life of Percy Dares. 
 
The amount of the prize for this year is $750.  Students applying should forward a letter 
setting out their community involvement and their plans for the coming year.  Please 
indicate your current high school and your address.  A transcript is not required. 

 
Email applications to:            percydaresprize@gmail.com      APPLICATION DEADLINE 
                                      MAY 31, 2018 

 

 

PERCY WILLIAM DARES 

 

Percy Dares was born in Chaswood, 
Halifax County, on May 12, 1923.  
He was educated in schools in 
Dartmouth, including Greenvale 
School.  In 1942, he entered the 
Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer 
Reserve, serving until the end of the 
war.  From then until 1970, he 
worked as an electrician in HMC 
Dockyard. 
 
In 1951, he was elected for the first 
of six consecutive terms as a 
councillor for the Town of Dartmouth.  
During this period, he actively 
represented the North End, working 
for the improvement of streets and 
other facilities in the area.  He 
chaired the Public Works  and Safety 
 
 Committees and was a member of 
the Planning Board.  On many 
occasions he provided assistance to 
people in special need and was 

known for never turning away 
anyone whom he could help or get 
help for.  He was also noted for the 
thoroughness with which he 
prepared and argued the cases for 
issues in which he took an interest. 
 
Percy Dares was one of the prime 
movers behind the amalgamation of 
the Town of Dartmouth with its 
neighbouring districts that resulted in 
the creation of the City of Dartmouth.  
He was one of the initial aldermen 
for the new city. 
 
Percy Dares was a strong supporter 
of the New Democratic Party, 
standing for election in 1960 and 
 
again in 1970.  He established the 
Percy Dares Foundation to support 
financially the work of the NDP.  He 
was proud of the NDP’s 
accomplishments, particularly with 
respect to medical and hospital 
insurance, pensions and family 
benefits.  He was made a life 

member of the New Democratic 
Party of Nova Scotia in 1985. 
 
Percy Dares was also an active 
member of Woodlawn United Church 
and a charter member of the Golden 
K (Kiwanis) Club. 
 
Percy Dares died on September 25, 
1986.  He lived a life of service to our 
community and concern for 
members of our society.  His efforts 
will be remembered by those whom 
he helped and served.  


